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May 1, 2019 

 

The Honorable James E. Risch, Chairman 

The Honorable Bob Menendez, Ranking Member 

U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

Dear Chairman Risch and Ranking Member Menendez, 

 

I know that you and your colleagues on the Committee on Foreign Relations are deeply 

concerned about the grave risks of nuclear weapon proliferation if Saudi Arabia and other 

countries in the Middle East develop civil nuclear power.  

 

For this reason, I want to bring to your attention the ACU international nuclear consortium and 

architecture which expands the impact and legacy of the bipartisan Nunn-Lugar nonproliferation 

program by closing the two critical pathways to weaponization in the Middle East.  (See attached 

briefing paper).  The international composition of the ACU consortium creates this capability 

and addresses the concerns recently highlighted by Senator Sam Nunn, former Defense Secretary 

William Perry and former Secretary of State George Shultz in their important April 10th Wall 

Street Journal article. 

 

In an overall sense, the ACU consortium and architecture gives Congress, the administration, 

Israel and Egypt a formidable and reliable capability to make a historic change in the nuclear 

and industrial trajectory of the Middle East, providing unprecedented and much needed 

economic opportunities across the region to millions of young Arabs in cooperation with Israel.  

The project will be fully funded by the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states which now 

recognize that the crisis of massive unemployment among Arab youth is a significant 

contributing factor to regional instability that is exploited by Iran. 

 

The high nonproliferation standards and unique capabilities of the ACU consortium reinforce all 

U.S. 123 civil nuclear agreements across the Middle East – while ensuring that the region is 

never burdened with responsibility to secure or dispose of spent nuclear fuel and that the GCC 

states, especially Saudi Arabia, are never compelled to develop or obtain nuclear weapon 

systems.  Key nonproliferation and security elements of the ACU project include: 

 

• A consortium subject to U.S. law that constructs, owns and operates all nuclear power 

reactors in the region as well as owns and controls all the fuel – closing the two critical 

pathways to weaponization  

• A fuel in/spent fuel out system to remove from the region all spent nuclear fuel from all 

consortium reactors 

• An essential and collaborative role for Israel in ensuring the security of the fuel and the 

reactors over their 60-year operational lifetime 
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• A project architecture that provides an effective regionally-based deterrent against Iran’s 

regional destabilization efforts without compromising the consortium’s future ability to 

provide support for the economic recovery of post-mullah Iran 

 

Given the deteriorating situation in the Middle East combined with the unstoppable advancement 

of nuclear power in the region, there are clear advantages to an international approach under U.S. 

law and leadership as provided by the ACU project.  The ACU project should be considered a 

nuclear nonproliferation equivalent of the International Space Station, a multinational effort by 

15 nations – the United States (NASA), Russia (Roscosmos), the EU (the European Space 

Agency) and others – working together successfully for two decades to build and operate the 

largest single structure humans have ever put into space. 

 

My colleagues and I would be pleased to brief you, other committee members and staff about the 

necessity and critical advantages for the United States and Israel of supporting the rapid 

implementation of the ACU project’s capabilities – before the state-owned nuclear enterprises of 

Russia and China conclude it is in their best mutual interests to unite their formidable 

capabilities, collaborate to target the Middle East, and irreversibly change the regional 

geopolitical landscape, particularly to the detriment of Israel.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Thomas B. Cochran, Ph.D. 

Chief Scientist, ACU 

Former member, Nuclear Energy Research Advisory Committee 

U.S. Department of Energy 

 
cc: 
 

The Honorable Marco Rubio 

 

The Honorable Mitt Romney, Chairman 

The Honorable Chris Murphy, Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on the Near East, South Asia, Central Asia and Counterterrorism 

 

The Honorable Todd Young, Chairman 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley, Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Multilateral International Development, Multilateral Institutions,  

And International Economic, Energy and Environmental Policy 
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The Honorable Ben Cardin 

The Honorable Ron Johnson 

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 

The Honorable Cory Gardner 

The Honorable Christopher Coons 

The Honorable Tom Udall 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham 

The Honorable Chris Murphy 

The Honorable Johnny Isakson 

The Honorable Tim Kaine 

The Honorable John Barrasso 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey 

The Honorable Ron Portman 

The Honorable Rand Paul 

The Honorable Ted Cruz 

The Honorable Cory Booker 

 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Chairman 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Ranking Member 

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development 

 

The Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman 

The Honorable Michael McCaul, Ranking Member 

U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

 

 


