
September 13, 2017 

 

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.   20515 
  
The Honorable Eliot L. Engel 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.   20515 
  
Dear Ranking Member Cummings and Ranking Member Engel, 
  
I am appalled that your letter released yesterday regarding the ACU/IPG project and General 

Flynn continues to reference an erroneous, misleading and poorly-sourced Newsweek article that 

significantly distorts ACU’s energy and security project, even after I alerted you to its flaws. 

Your latest letter also contains other serious factual errors and mischaracterizations that are now 

unfortunately being circulated by the media.  You are being poorly served by a staff which 

doesn’t fact check the sources it quotes and consequently doesn’t protect the members of 

Congress it serves. 
  
I was also greatly disappointed to learn that your staff yesterday immediately released to the 

media your letter without the courtesy of copying me – even though you extensively quoted the 

detailed information I sent you in good faith on June 22, 2017 about the mission of the project 

and General Flynn’s limited involvement more than two years ago.  As a result, members of the 

press saw your letter yesterday before I did. 
  
I want you and your staff to appreciate the fact that ACU and the ACU/IPG project have had no 

dealings and no relationship since May 2016 with General Flynn or the “group of former senior 

US military officers” promoting a copycat project (known as IP3) referred to in today's Wall 

Street Journal.  
  
You characterize the ACU/IPG project as a “US-Russian partnership.”  This is false.  The project 

architecture also includes a number of government-owned and private sector enterprises in 

France, Ukraine, the Netherlands, Israel, Britain, Saudi Arabia and other Arab states. 
  

You say the “American people deserve to know whether General Flynn was secretly promoting 

the private business interests of these businesses while he was a campaign advisor, a transition 

official, or President Trump’s National Security Advisor.”  In fact, the ACU/IPG project’s 

mission and architecture are not and have never been secret. Numerous people – Congressmen, 

Senators, Hill staff, members of the Obama Administration, and executives of commercial 

entities here and abroad – have been briefed on the project and its architecture over the last three 

years. 



  
General Flynn’s trip to the Middle East on behalf of ACU took place in June 2015, long before 

he “was a campaign advisor, a transition official, or President Trump’s National Security 

Advisor.”  During his limited involvement with ACU in June 2015, ACU only covered General 

Flynn’s travel expenses, including hotel accommodations.  As Alex Copson stated in his letter to 

you on June 27, 2017:  “ACU did not retain General Flynn as a paid consultant or as an 

employee before, during or after this trip.” 
  
In your characterization of my June 22 letter, you fail to point out that I voluntarily provided 

detailed information about the ACU project and General Flynn as a good faith effort on ACU’s 

part to cooperate with the committees. Instead, your letter creates the false impression that I was 

not cooperative. 
  

As a result of the errors in your recent letter, the Guardian wrongfully characterized the 

ACU/IPG project today as a “US-Russian” project.  The newspaper incorrectly stated that the 

ACU project “was seen” by the president and secretary of state as a valuable private sector 

mechanism.  In fact, ACU has never briefed President Trump or Secretary of State Tillerson on 

its project. 
  
Based on the erroneous Newsweek article you cited, CNN today incorrectly characterized the 

ACU/IPG project as a “business deal with the Saudi government and a Russian government 

agency.”  This is false.  As I’ve explained, the project includes government-owned and private 

sector enterprises from the US, France, Ukraine, Israel, Russia, the Netherlands, Britain and the 

Arab countries.  It is expected to be fully funded by the Gulf Arab states. 
  
CNN further reported today that General Flynn traveled to the Middle East in the summer of 

June 2015 “to broker a $100 billion deal between the companies, Saudi Arabia and Russia’s 

nuclear power Agency.”  This is false.  In Egypt, General Flynn’s mission was to convince the 

government to at least postpone accepting a Russian offer to finance and build four reactors in 

order to carefully consider the ACU alternative.  In Israel, where I joined the trip, General Flynn 

engaged in consultations to ensure the ACU/IPG project architecture was in the best interests of 

Israel.  
  

I would like to conclude by emphasizing what I told you in my June 22 letter, included 

below.  The ACU/IPG project protects and advances the interests of the United States, Israel and 

America’s Arab allies in bringing much needed stability, security and economic development to 

the volatile Middle East region.  It deserves your strong support.  I hope you will see your way 

through to the facts and the truth, so that we may work together to move the ACU/IPG project 

forward. 
  

Sincerely,   
  
Thomas B. Cochran, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist 
ACU Strategic Partners 
  



cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy 
      Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
  
      The Honorable Ed Royce 
      Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs    
 


